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PHASE ONE AND PHASE TWO OF THE FOUR PHASES OF THE WORK OF CHRIST. 

By Rev. Norman S. Davis PhD.

Part 1. (Transcripts from a teaching done on 2/26/06)
Foreword

The purpose of this study is to bring the Christian to a full understanding of what the work of Christ on the cross did for us. This study, the Four Phases of the Work of Christ, details the accomplishments of Jesus’ death, burial, resurrection and ascension into Heaven and what each of these phases mean to us today. If you can grasp this teaching with an open and sincere heart before God and with the confirmation of what is taught here by its revelation in your soul, then there is absolutely NOTHING that can stop you from being the Christian that God would have you to be. The Lord really wants to set us free from all bondage, both traditional “church” driven concepts and the deceptions posed by the adversary himself, so that you can live free to fulfill your destiny in Christ.  Please let me pray for you right now before we get started in this teaching:

Father God, I pray for each individual that is hearing and understanding this teaching today. Father I ask by the power of your Holy Spirit to open their spiritual eyes and ears so that they would see, hear and understand the wondrous things that you have in store for them. For you said in Matthew; “But blessed are your eyes, for they see and your ears for they hear. For truly I say unto you that many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which you see and have not seen them and to hear those things which you hear and have not heard them.” Help them to grasp these concepts and begin to apply them into their everyday lives for surely you do not wish for any of us to remain unaware of what you have prepared for us, prepared even from the foundation of the world. Bless each and every one of them and give them the desires of their heart. They wouldn’t be studying this Lord if You hadn’t placed this upon their hearts and had directed them to this place. I thank You Lord in advance of what You are about to accomplish in their lives and we all give You the glory forever because it is surely ALL ABOUT YOU JESUS!  Amen!
Preface
THE LAW OF SIN AND DEATH VS THE LAW OF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE IN CHRIST

I’m going to go out here on a limb and jump ahead in my normal syllabus of this teaching to disclose some really powerful information. I usually start out by giving some extensive history and background of how God brought about the work of Christ from an Old Testament perspective. I’ve concluded that I will wait until part 2 of these first two phases to do this. Why am I doing it this way? It’s simple. I want you to get excited about what I’m teaching you here today. I want you to desire to continue on to the end of this study so that you can experience the freedom I have come to know, understand and now teach so that you can do the same, making disciples of others, disciples not of me or this teaching but disciples of Christ, to the truth of who He is and who you are in Him.
What you are about to study with me today is powerful and it will set you free because it is truth. John 8: 32 says “And ye SHALL KNOW the truth and the truth SHALL MAKE you free”.  The word for free used here in this verse actually means to liberate. Today you will be liberated from bondage so that you no longer have to serve God out of fear of condemnation or to seek favor from Him but instead serve Him from a standpoint of love and joy for what He has provided to the whole world through the death, burial, resurrection and ascension of His Son Jesus.  That verse from John is both profound and prophetic at the same time. I believe it was meant for you who are listening and seeing this today, for indeed you WILL be set free!
This teaching is from an in depth study into the book of Romans. So to be able to understand better the 5th and 6th Chapters of Romans in which we will study the first two phases of the Four Phases of the Work of Christ, we need to understand a couple of important issues. When Paul speaks of the Law, he is specifically speaking about the Old Testament Law of Moses or as Paul puts it and as we will see in this teaching, the Law of Sin and Death. When Paul speaks of Grace, he is addressing the New Testament Law of Grace or the Life IN Christ. Now there is a difference in living the life of Christ and living life IN Christ. You will see in this teaching that we can NOT live the Life of Christ but we CAN live Life in Christ. The emphasis here is really about WHOM is doing the living.

The Law of Sin and Death versus the Law of the Spirit of Life In Christ;

Let's first look at Romans the 8th Chapter. In this chapter we will define the nature of the two Laws; that is to say, the Law of Sin and Death and the Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ. In this manner we will be better able to understand what happens as we go through this teaching. I’ve also included Strong’s Concordance reference numbers in each scripture verse in this teaching so that you can follow along  with your own Strong’s and verify for yourself the true meaning of each word.
Romans the 8th Chapter beginning at Verse 1. 

Everyone should memorize this verse and know it by heart. If you don't know it, learn it then live it and teach it to every creature.
Rom 8:1  There is therefore686 now3568 no3762 condemnation2631 to them3588 which are in1722 Christ5547 Jesus,2424 who walk4043 not3361 after2596 the flesh,4561 but235 after2596 the Spirit.4151 

The Greek word here in this verse for Condemnation is "katakrima" which means a final, everlasting damnation or better put, eternal separation from God which includes hell. WOW! How sweet is that?  That means we now have no “eternal hellfire and brimstone” due us because of who we are in Christ Jesus! Read that verse again and replace condemnation with “eternal hellfire and brimstone”. If this doesn’t make you want to stand up and shout hallelujah it should because hell is no longer in your future my friend.
There are three other words that have been used frequently as condemnation in the New Testament. One of them is the word “krima" which means temporary judgment or citation. That word is used such as when you take the Lord's Supper in an "unworthy manner", you will be subject to temporary condemnation such as sickness, and calamity, etc. (see Vincent’s Word Studies). Can you see the difference in the true meaning of words like this? This is why I always study the Bible using the original King James Version and a Strong’s Concordance. If you don't look up the true meanings of words you could get the wrong understanding of what was written. Many traditional "churches" have misunderstood the true meaning of certain words and this may be one reason why there is such disunity in the Body today. Now let’s continue:
Rom 8:2  For1063 the3588 law 3551 of  the3588 Spirit4151 of life2222 in1722 Christ5547 Jesus2424 hath made me free1659, 3165 from575 the3588 law3551 of sin266 and2532 death.2288 

Rom 8:3  For1063 what the3588 law3551 could not do,102 in1722 that3739 it was weak770 through1223 the3588 flesh,4561 God2316 sending3992 his own1438 Son5207 in1722 the likeness3667 of sinful266 flesh,4561 and2532 for4012 sin,266 condemned2632 sin266 in1722 the3588 flesh:4561 

Rom 8:4  That2443 the3588 righteousness1345 of the3588 law3551 might be fulfilled4137 in1722 us,2254 who walk4043 not3361 after2596 the flesh,4561 but235 after2596 the Spirit.4151 

Rom 8:5  For1063 they that are5607 after2596 the flesh4561 do mind5426 the things3588 of the3588 flesh;4561 but1161 they3588 that are after2596 the Spirit4151 the things3588 of the3588 Spirit.4151 

Rom 8:6  For1063 to be carnally4561 minded5427 is death;2288 but1161 to be spiritually4151 minded5427 is life2222 and2532 peace.1515 

Rom 8:7  Because1360 the3588 carnal4561 mind5427 is enmity2189 against1519 God:2316 for1063 it is not subject5293, 3756 to the3588 law3551 of God,2316 neither3761 indeed1063 can1410 be. 

Rom 8:8  So1161 then they that are5607 in1722 the flesh4561 cannot1410, 3756 please700 God.2316 

Rom 8:9  But1161 ye5210 are2075 not3756 in1722 the flesh,4561 but235 in1722 the Spirit,4151 if so be that1512 the Spirit4151 of God2316 dwell3611 in1722 you.5213 Now1161 if any man1536 have2192 not3756 the Spirit4151 of Christ,5547 he3778 is2076 none3756 of his.848 

Rom 8:10  And1161 if1487 Christ5547 be in1722 you,5213 the3588 body4983 is(3303) dead3498 because1223 of sin;266 but1161 the3588 Spirit4151 is life2222 because1223 of righteousness.1343 
In verse 2, Paul shows us that the Law of the Spirit of Life In Christ has set us FREE from the Law of Sin and Death. The Law of Moses has been replaced with the Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ. You can also see from reading this passage that NOTHING of the flesh can please or even be subject to the Law of God. Even the carnal mind is at enmity (war) with God. However, if the Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus dwells within us, we then please God and we belong to Him, including our bodies even though our bodies are dead because sin was condemned in the flesh. What has happened is that our fleshly mind and bodies have been circumcised from our spirits by the Spirit of God now dwelling within us.  Something as Holy as God’s Spirit can not dwell in something filthy like our bodies so there has to be a circumcision of our spirit from our carnal bodies and minds. You will see how this takes place in our study. Enjoy and be blessed!
Now that we have the definitions of both the Law of Sin and Death and the Law of Life in Christ, let's begin our study:

DEATH AND BURIAL The First Two Phases of the Four Phases of the Work of Christ. 
Our starting point for this lesson is Roman’s the 5th Chapter verse 19. 

Rom 5:19  For1063 as5618 by1223 one1520 man's444 disobedience3876 (that was Adam) many4183 (that word here in the Greek is Pol’-oos meaning "abundant and altogether") were made2525 sinners,268 so3779, (2532) by1223 the3588 obedience5218 of one1520 (that's Jesus in his death, burial, resurrection and ascension) shall many4183 be made2525 righteous.1342 

Rom 5:20  Moreover1161 the law3551 (as I said earlier, this is the Law of Sin and Death) entered,3922 that2443 the3588 offense3900 (the word for offense used here is Par-ap'-to-mah,  which means unintentional error or transgression) might abound.4121 But1161 where3757 sin266 abounded,4121 grace5485 (or the New Testament Law of Life in Christ) did much more abound:5248 

Rom 5:21  That2443 as5618 sin266 hath reigned936 unto1722 death,(that is to say through the Law of Sin and Death) 2288 even2532 so3779 might grace5485 reign936 through1223 righteousness1343 (of the New Testament Law of Life In Christ) unto1519 eternal166 life2222 by1223 Jesus2424 Christ5547 our2257 Lord.2962 (or because of the  fulfillment of Christ’s' work of the cross).

Let me simplify what Paul is trying to get across here, because it is really very simple: Because Adam sinned and brought death into the world as was made known by the Law of Moses (the Law of Sin and Death because that is what it brings, the "ministration of death"(II Cor. 3:7), that through another man, namely Jesus, through His obedience to the Law of Moses, brought salvation and righteousness to man through His death, burial, resurrection and ascension. 

In addition, because of the Law of Sin and Death, that is to say the Law of Moses, sin increased, even unintentional sin, to the point to where no amount of keeping the Law could suffice. But where the Law (where we saw in its weakness through the flesh) could not make man righteous, grace through the work of the cross and Christ’s shed blood, which is the Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ, surpassed that which the Law of Sin and Death could not do.

Even though sin has reigned in your body (and as I might add will continue to be in your bodies even though you don't want it to. Paul wrote this about himself; I don't do what I truly desire to do and do the things I truly desire not to. (See Romans 7:15). The sin in you leads to physical and spiritual death. But even as sin does this in your flesh, Christ through the work of the cross brings eternal SPRITIUAL life by way of circumcising your flesh from your spirit. 

It is appointed by God, that through sin, everyone is destined to die. This is a fact. The Old Testament speaks of this, as well in the New Testament as we've seen here and will see in other places (the wages of sin is death. See Romans 6:23). You will physically die some day, however, wouldn't you like to know WHEN? If you knew this, would it change the way you live now? Before we finish this study, and if you are currently a believer, you will know WHEN.  No, I’m not a fortune teller or psychic, those are of the occult. But you will understand what I mean when we reach that portion of this teaching. Just hang on a bit.
Let's continue reading in Romans, Chapter 6 beginning at verse 1 and we'll read through verse 14: 

Rom 6:1  What5101 shall we say2046 then?3767 Shall we continue1961 in sin,266 that2443 grace5485 may abound?4121 

Rom 6:2  God forbid.1096, 3361 How4459 shall we, that3748 are dead599 to sin,266 live2198 any longer2089 therein?1722, 846 

Rom 6:3  (2228) Know ye not,50 that3754 so many of us as3745 were baptized907 into1519 Jesus2424 Christ5547 were baptized907 into1519 his848 death?2288 

Rom 6:4  Therefore3767 we are buried4916 with him846 by1223 baptism908 into1519 death:2288 that2443 like as5618 Christ5547 was raised up1453 from1537 the dead3498 by1223 the3588 glory1391 of the3588 Father,3962 even2532 so3779 we2249 also2532 should walk4043 in1722 newness2538 of life.2222 

Rom 6:5  For1063 if1487 we have been1096 planted together4854 in the3588 likeness3667 of his848 death,2288 we shall be2071 (235) also2532 in the likeness of his resurrection:386 

Rom 6:6  Knowing1097 this,5124 that3754 our2257 old3820 man444 is crucified with4957 him, that2443 the3588 body4983 of sin266 might be destroyed,2673 that henceforth3371 we2248 should not serve1398 sin.266 

Rom 6:7  For1063 he that is dead599 is freed1344 from575 sin.266 

Rom 6:8  Now1161 if1487 we be dead599 with4862 Christ,5547 we believe4100 that3754 we shall also2532 live with4800 him:846 

Rom 6:9  Knowing1492 that3754 Christ5547 being raised1453 from1537 the dead3498 dieth599 no more;3765 death2288 hath no more dominion over2961, 3765 him.846 

Rom 6:10  For1063 in that3739 he died,599 he died599 unto sin266 once:2178 but1161 in that3739 he liveth,2198 he liveth2198 unto God.2316 

Rom 6:11  Likewise3779 reckon3049 ye5210 also2532 yourselves1438 to be1511 dead3498 indeed3303 unto sin,266 but1161 alive2198 unto God2316 through1722 Jesus2424 Christ5547 our2257 Lord.2962 

Rom 6:12  Let not3361 sin266 therefore3767 reign936 in1722 your5216 mortal2349 body,4983 that ye should obey5219 it846 in1722 the3588 lusts1939 thereof.848 

Rom 6:13  Neither3366 yield3936 ye your5216 members3196 as instruments3696 of unrighteousness93 unto sin:266 but235 yield3936 yourselves1438 unto God,2316 as5613 those that are alive2198 from1537 the dead,3498 and2532 your5216 members3196 as instruments3696 of righteousness1343 unto God.2316 

Rom 6:14  For1063 sin266 shall not3756 have dominion over2961 you:5216 for1063 ye are2075 not3756 under5259 the law,3551 but235 under5259 grace.5485 

WOW! There is a lot of good information here is there not? Let’s start at the beginning. Paul asks a question in verse 1 and then proceeds to answer the question in verse 2. The question could be asked this way, "Why don't we just continue to live in sin because even though we do, we will still have the completed work of Christ and His blood (i.e. grace) to cover us?" Here in lies the dichotomy and the downfall of many a preacher that hasn’t put his thinking cap on. One could simply assume that we could just continue sinning “under grace” if we didn't understand one major thing, how can a dead person sin? This is exactly what verse 2 discloses and the following verses clarify. If we have been identified in the death of Christ through our faith in Him, we are now dead and if so, how can we sin? Most Churches and denominations today don't teach this because they just haven't grasp the concept that dead people (that's you and I) can't sin. 

Let's take a minute now and focus on verse 3. It says that if we are baptized INTO Jesus, then we are also baptized INTO His death. That is to say, that if we surrender ourselves unto Jesus and are identified with Him into his death than we are already DEAD, dead with a capital D, Caput, Morto, anyway you can say it we are NO LONGER ALIVE!  I’m not making this stuff up. It’s right here in black and white. Read it again and go through every word using the Strong’s Concordance because I have provided to you all the reference numbers. Check it out yourselves. WE CHRISTIANS ARE PHYSICALLY DEAD!

 Do you believe in Christ? If you do, you are a dead man or dead woman. You are no longer alive! When did you first believe in Jesus and accept Him as your Lord and Savior? Well what ever that date was, that was the date God has put on your Heavenly tombstone. I told you earlier that before you finish this study, you will know when you die. The very moment you believed in Jesus and you accepted Him into your heart, that very instant, your flesh died! You may still be breathing and your heart still beating, but your flesh died as I will explain here shortly.
Now if we are dead, what do the living do with the corpse? They bury it do they not? This is exactly what happens next. We are BURIED in Christ. See verse 4. Just as we are identified through our baptism into His death, we are identified in our baptism in His burial as well. Can a corpse who is buried, still sin? Of course it can't. This is why verse 4 identifies us in our baptism into His death and then in the same breath identifies us into His newness of life. It continues that if we are buried in Him through our baptism into Him, we are also raised into His resurrection. If we are dead, dead to sin, buried and now resurrected into new life, how can we serve sin in that has been condemned to our dead bodies? Only by allowing it to. See verse 6. We are still going to sin. We will always have the old nature with us as long as we are in these mortal, earthly, filthy, sinful bodies. But we don't have to let the sin in our dead bodies, rule us. Verse 7 says it all. He that is dead is freed from sin, including I might add, any bondage to it. Think about it. If you can grasp this concept, it will free you up to truly worship God and bring Him honor by using our members as instruments of righteousness when we praise Him and lift our hands to Him in worship (verse 13).  We will study this last part in more detail later in this study.
If we believe to the point of action in trusting Jesus and have truly made Him Lord and Savior of our lives, then we have been identified with Christ, through our baptism into Him, His death, burial and now are raised to a new life through His resurrection. This is a SPIRITUAL resurrection because the body is still going to physically die someday. What the work of Christ on the cross does is separate us from ourselves. What am I talking about here? It's simple. Our spirits, which have now been made alive through our rebirth into Christ, are now separated from our physically dead and sinful bodies by the infusion of our spirit with His. This is the true circumcision that was first made evident in the Old Testament. Jesus addresses this in His teachings as well. It's not the outward circumcision that the Old Testament dealt with but the circumcision of the heart, that separation of the heart or spirit of man from the sinful flesh that the New Testament of grace calls the Good News. 

Now we've all heard and read in Romans 2; 28 -29 about the "circumcision of the heart" as opposed to the circumcision of the flesh. The physical circumcision of the flesh (Genesis 17: 12) of the Old Testament Law, the Law of Moses, the Law of Sin and Death was a foreshadow of the New Testament Law, the Law of Grace, the Law of the Spirit of Life In Christ which is the spiritual circumcision or separation of the body of sin from the righteousness of the new spirit that now indwells within us. You see, the Old Testament Law, the Law of Moses, the Law of Sin and Death tried to deal with our sin from the OUTSIDE IN. Don't do this, do do that, etc. It was OUR work to do the Law and it was by OUR works we were judged by. The Law of the Life In Christ now deals with our sin by working FROM THE INSIDE OUT, separating our spirit from the flesh, marrow from bone and not being judged by what we do but instead of what Christ has already done. Do you see how diametrically opposed this concept is from the original, that being the Law of Sin and Death? Do you now see the solution to the dichotomy that I presented earlier? But it doesn't end here. Now that the reborn spirit has been separated (or circumcised) from our dead bodies as a result of the work of Christ on the cross, our spirits now unite with the Holy Spirit to take control of us through that indwelling power to INFLUENCE our dead bodies. But you say; how can that be possible? How can our spirits, who are made alive in Christ through His Holy Spirit, have any influence on our dead bodies. Life has nothing in common with the death, or does it? Turn with me to Romans 8:11.

Rom 8:11  But1161 if1487 the3588 Spirit4151 of him that raised up1453 Jesus2424 from1537 the dead3498 dwell3611 in1722 you,5213 he that raised up1453 Christ5547 from1537 the dead3498 shall also2532 quicken2227 your5216 mortal2349 bodies4983 by1223 his848 Spirit4151 that dwelleth1774 in1722 you.5213 

That word for quicken here in this verse means to give life. Cool huh? You can be walking around in a dead mans body, dead to the sin that still dwells within it, but it is made alive by the same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead. Let me put it more bluntly. If God ever took His Holy Spirit from you, your fleshly body would immediately die. The Holy Spirit in us is the only thing that is keeping us Christians alive. You see when you came to know Christ; a marriage took place, a marriage between your spirit and His Spirit. They have become one and the same. That's why it's possible to grieve the Holy Spirit. If your spirit and His Spirit were not joined together in unity, He wouldn’t have any say in what you do because He wouldn't have any right to you, He wouldn't have any vested interest in you. It's the same thing as when a man marries a woman; they become one flesh do they not? This is the physical dimension likeness of what takes place in the spiritual between you and God when you come to know Jesus. You become married to God through the union of your spirit to His. He now owns you in much the same way you own Him and everything He possess. This teaching will come later. But if you cheated on your wife or husband, wouldn't they be hurt because they have a right to you through marriage? You betcha! Just as God's Holy Spirit has every right to your spirit through the unifying work of Christ on the cross and your acceptance of that unification by giving Him your heart, His spirit can be grieved just like a husband’s or wife’s heart can if you were to cheat on them. This is why God hates infidelity. It superimposes another over the former and takes the love that you should have for your spouse and focuses it on someone else. It's just another form of idolatry. David, in the Old Testament learned all about this the hard way. He cheated on God, had sex with another mans wife, had the husband of the wife killed so that he could have her and by her, has an illegitimate child who later dies, and on and on. However, David repented and asked God to restore him back into the same good standing that he had before with God. Let's read together the Psalm of David, Chapter 51, verse 10 through 12

Psa 51:10  Create1254 in me a clean2889 heart,3820 O God;430 and renew2318 a right3559 spirit7307 within7130 me. 

Psa 51:11  Cast7993 me not408 away from thy presence;4480, 6440 and take3947 not408 thy holy6944 spirit7307 from4480 me. 

Psa 51:12  Restore7725 unto me the joy8342 of thy salvation;3468 and uphold5564 me with thy free5082 spirit.7307
David knew this message. He knew he was under grace and not under the Law of Sin and Death and this is why God said that David was a man after His own heart. David knew that his spirit and Gods' spirit were united and that if God ever took His Holy Spirit away he would die, or at least wish he were dead. So would you. After knowing what you know now, after experiencing the peace and joy that comes through salvation, if God didn't kill you by taking His Spirit away from you, you would wish you were dead. It would mean that God had divorced you. Of course we know that He would never do that. Only we can divorce ourselves from God and that process is very difficult, although not impossible. 
You may ask, OK, so our mortal bodies are made alive by the Spirit of God living within us, but what good are they anymore? Well, how about this? Why don't we make them living sacrifices unto God? Again in Romans:

Rom 12:1  I beseech3870 you5209 therefore,3767 brethren,80 by1223 the3588 mercies3628 of God,2316 that ye present3936 your5216 bodies4983 a living2198 sacrifice,2378 holy,40 acceptable2101 unto God,2316 which is your5216 reasonable3050 service.2999
This tells us that as we mature in Christ, the influence of the Holy Spirit within us begins to change the very nature of our mortal bodies as I have said previously. As our minds and bodies begin to change by the influence of Gods Holy Spirit in us, our minds and bodies can actually become a holy and acceptable thing unto God. I mean, can you imagine that? Something so vile and wretched can, by the influence of the Holy Spirit within us and the washing of Christ’s’ blood, start to become something that could eventually be as a holy sacrifice to God?

I believe everyone here has heard the term "circle-of-influence", that is to say, that we all have a circle of influence around us in that we can eventually begin to change other people just by hanging out with them enough. This has actually happened to my wife. She used to be shy and quiet but by being around me for thirty years, she now jokes and kids around with other people almost as much as I do. It's like that when the Holy Spirit comes into us to reside in a marriage with our spirits. It begins to influence everything about us, our attitude, our outlook, our souls (minds) and eventually our bodies all become renewed. What? You don't believe that your mind or body can be renewed? Then just read the next verse in Romans 12:

Rom 12:2  And2532 be not3361 conformed4964 to this5129 world:165 but235 be ye transformed3339 by the3588 renewing342 of your5216 mind,3563 that ye5209 may prove1381 what5101 is that good,18 and2532 acceptable,2101 and2532 perfect,5046 will2307 of God.2316

Your mind is just as fleshly as your body is. If your mind can be renewed (and that word in the Greek is;  an-ak-ah'ee-no-sis, which literally means "renovation"), then your body can to, just by hanging out with the Holy Ghost. It’s by this manner our fleshly members can be used to glorify God. Does your mind and body need renovation? Just start hanging out with God more often. The best way to do this is to get into His word, the Bible, everyday and read a few chapters of any book. Soon you will start to notice a difference within yourself that other people will notice as well. 
Now remember at the very beginning of this study I said that we can not live the life OF Christ but we can live life IN Christ and the difference is whom is doing the living. In the Old Testament, we were doing the living. Living in our sinful bodies and trying to Live by the Law of Moses. It was all about US, it took OUR works to please God and find favor with Him. But it didn't work. God knew that it wouldn't work that's why He predestined Christ’s' work on the cross from the very beginning of time. But in the beginning, we didn't know what sin was and what sin wasn't. We were living in ignorance. God doesn't want us to live in ignorance so he brought to us the Law of Moses. This was the schoolmaster (Gal 3: 24-25) that taught us what was and wasn't sin and ultimately, because we couldn't keep the Law, it taught us that we needed a savior. The entire Old Testament points to a Christ or messiah as the one who would come and set us free from the Law, the Law of sin and death including separating us from trying to do "dead works" to find favor with God. This is exactly what the Law of Sin and Death does, it forces us to try to do dead works (i.e. follow the Law) to find favor with God. It doesn’t work and God knew this when He gave it but we still needed to know what sin was. We were blind to our own distruction.
Through the Law of the Spirit of Life In Christ, we no longer have to worry about doing "dead works" or anything else for that matter to find favor with God or to enter Heaven. We accepted His son as sacrifice and propitiation for our sins and by that action, the action of FAITH, we now have favor with God. You see, when God looks at us now, washed by the blood and made complete through the work of Christ on the cross, He sees us as perfect. There is nothing else that we need to do. NOTHING! No good deeds, no good works, no more do-do this and don't do that, we have been set free from the Law of Sin and Death (Read Romans 6:14 again). In fact, Jesus said that His yoke is easy and His burden light (Matthew 11: 30). He meant that since He came to separate us from the Law of Sin and Death so we can now rest in His completed works and NOT our own. Now it's all about Him and us living in and through Him. We now live and breathe and move IN Him scripture tells us (Acts 17: 28). Our salvation is now IN Him, (Psalms 68: 19) whereas it was once about us, and what we could not do with the Law because it was weak through the flesh, God sent His only Son that through His work on the cross, it is no longer us living but Christ in us.  In Him he gives us life to sustain our mortal bodies and to live spiritually in Him, resting in His completed works. The true difference of the Law of Sin and Death versus the Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ, like I said at the beginning of this study, is who is really doing the living. It is Christ and Him alone. Praise His Holy Name!! Give God the Glory He deserves! Hallelujah!

Conclusion and Word of Caution:
They call this period of time from Christ's death until now the "Dispensation of Grace". This is a good name and I personally like it. In reality however, it really should be called the Christian's Sabbath because we should be resting in Christ's completed work, His death, burial, resurrection and ascension. Unfortunately, this is not the case, the traditional Church (another terminology often misused) keeps us in bondage still today with, we have to do this and we have to do that to get to Heaven or to find favor with God. When we do this, it's a slap in the face to God. By doing this you basically say to God that the work and sacrifice His son made on the cross wasn't good enough; we have to add our own works to His in order to get into Heaven.  This is borderline blaspheming the Holy Spirit. This is NOT good and could be unpardonable. Let me make it clear that there is NO ambiguity with God or His word. His directives for and to you clearly state that you are to have faith in His completed works and to rest in them. Don’t let mans’ “religion” rule over what God has clearly made known through the work of the cross. Remember, the devil, like a lion, is roaming around seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 5: 8). Don’t be misled and call the good things of God, such as His grace toward us, insufficient for your salvation because it surely is.
Continue to review this teaching in a prayerful manner and listen to that still small voice within you. What you have studied here today will be confirmed in your spirit if you will open your mind to the inner workings of the Holy Spirit in you.
Continue to check back with us often for the remaining parts and conclusions for this study.

Pray for me, my family and my work in ministry so that God can continue to bless me with the revelation of His word for us in these end times.

Shalom,
Norm Davis
