KEYS OF THE KINGDOM

(Opening Slide)
Preface – (slide 1) 

UNDERSTANDING THE THREAT

I Peter 5:8-9 NLT
Be careful! Watch out for attacks from the Devil, your great enemy. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for some victim to devour. Take a firm stand against him, and be strong in your faith. Remember that your Christian brothers and sisters[a] all over the world are going through the same kind of suffering you are.
If you are a member of the body of Christ, get ready to face a mad devil. You may not want to think about it or even accept it but if you have determined to follow Jesus with all your heart, Satan has marked you for destruction. And he's going to attack your life in every cunning way a roaring lion does.

The apostle Peter warns, “But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers." (I Peter 4:7 NKJV). He is saying, in other words…"This is no time to be asleep. This is serious stuff! You have to get sober-minded about spiritual matters. It is an issue of life and death.

Why the need to be so serious? The end of time is near - and our enemy has turned up the heat. He is stalking us like a lion, hiding in the underbrush of our active lives, waiting for an opportunity to make his move and blind side us. He wants to devour us - to utterly destroy our faith in Christ.

Some Christians say we shouldn't even talk about the devil, that we're better off just ignoring him. Others try to reason him out of existence. Liberal theologians, for example, argue that there is no devil, no hell, no heaven.

But the enemy of our souls is not simply going to go away. So few biblical figures have been identified so clearly and extensively as our adversary has been described in the Bible. He is described as Lucifer, Satan, the devil, deceiver, hinderer, wicked one, usurper, imposter, accuser, devourer, god of this world, ruler of darkness, old serpent and dragon. 

These emphatic descriptions tell me the devil is real. And we know from scripture that he exerts a very real power. Even now he is at work on the earth - in our nations, cities, churches, homes and individual lives. And we dare not be ignorant of his methods and strategies of warfare against us.
The Apostle John Tells Us That Throughout History

The Devil Has Declared War Three Times.
Revelation 12 describes three instances when Satan has declared war:

1. He first declared war against almighty God himself. 
John writes: Revelation 12:7-9 NKJV
7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, 8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

This passage recalls the moment in heaven when Satan rose up in rebellion against God's supreme authority. At the time he was known as Lucifer, an angel who had great authority. But Lucifer wanted to be as God. So, enlisting a third of the angels, he led an uprising against the almighty.

But God cast Lucifer out of heaven, along with the other rebellious angels. All of heaven rejoiced in the victory. The devil lost that war, as well as his place in heaven.
2. A defeated Satan then declared his second war - this one against God's son, Jesus Christ. 
John writes: Revelation 12:1-4 NKJV

1 Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars. 2 Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth. 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 4 His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was 

born.

Satan knew an incredible church was about to be born out of the Old Testament remnant. It would be a glorious body, clothed with the sun of righteousness. So the devil declared war once again, reasoning that now he could do battle on his territory, the earth.

This passage suggests that Satan knew he couldn't get to the child in Mary's womb. So he determined to destroy Christ as soon as he was born. He gathered all his demonic forces around Bethlehem, sending spirits of deception to blind the scribes, priests and Pharisees. 
Then his own spirit entered King Herod, possessing him. If Satan couldn't kill Christ himself, he would have a man standing by, ready to do it for him.

But the Lord's armies of heavenly angels stood guard over the child, so that Satan couldn't touch him. The devil would have to wait another thirty years to try to devour Christ.

He saw his next chance at the beginning of Jesus' ministry, when the Holy Ghost declared him to be the messiah. At that point, Satan led Christ into the wilderness to be tempted. Yet Jesus defeated him in that battle also. God protected his son again, sending angels to minister to him in his time of physical weakness.
The devil would try one last time to devour Christ. This time he moved forces into place to try to kill Jesus by crucifixion and cast him into the grave. He sent demonic spirits to incite a mob, entering the bodies of priests, soldiers, political leaders and false witnesses. At last, Satan thought, he had his hour of power. 

Now he would wage an all-out war.

Yet you know the rest of the story: Resurrection day was Satan's most humbling defeat. When Jesus ascended to heaven, he was out of the devil's reach forever. "Her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne" (Revelation 12:15). All of hell was shaken because Satan had lost again. Even using all of his power, he still could not defeat the son of God.

3. The devil declared his third and final war on the seed of Christ. This means he is at war with every true believer on earth. 
John writes: Revelation 12:13 (NKJV) Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male Child. Revelation 12:17 (NKJV) And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

Satan has turned his wrath on the church of Jesus Christ. And he has reserved his worst rage for believers who keep God's commands and trust in him.
The devil knows this war is his last chance, because only a short time remains before Christ returns for his bride: Revelation 12:12 (NKJV)“…because he knows that he has a short time.”
Therefore, Satan's war against the church is the most intense of all. He wants to gain back the ground he lost to Christ so he'll stop at nothing to destroy the faith of his bride. That means he's going to use all of his weapons against us - all subtleties, deceits and devices.

Do you hear me now? Do you hear what I’m saying? I Peter 5:-8 (NLT) Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.

How many of you want to stop the devourer in your life? How many of you are sick and tired of Satan destroying everything that you hold dear in your life? Your family - Your finances - Your positions - Your work - Your health - Your spiritual well being

Maybe those things are not under attack yet but you’re feeling that you need to do something to protect them from the devourer! I have hope for you! Malachi 3:11 NKJV says… "And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, So that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field," Says the LORD of hosts;

Don’t you want to enjoy the fruit of your ground? In other words don’t you want to reap a harvest for all the hard work you have done?
Listen to me! You cannot reap a godly harvest and at the say time open the door of your lives to the devourer! It like exercising in the morning and having a Big Whopper in the afternoon and wondering why you are not losing weight. We need to give no way to the Big Whoppers or even little Whoppers in our lives.

God will only rebuke the devourer of our lives if we do what he has asked of us!

So all of this begs the question; what kind of defense do we have against the devourer? What Keys can we posses to lock him down and unlock opportunity for God to bless us? Well I have good news for you today. There is someone very powerful that is on our side. Can anyone guess who that might be?
WHO – (slide 2)
JESUS IN US
Rev. 1:18 
I (Jesus) am the living one who died. Look, I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and the grave.
Ephesians 2:6

For he raised us from the dead along with Christ, and we are seated with him in the heavenly realms--all because we are one with Christ Jesus.
We can certainly see from scripture that one the `keys' to the Kingdom is power. Jesus posses all the keys to the Kingdom and even has power over death and hell! There is now nothing that is impossible to Him. Also, we who are seated with Him in Heavenly realms are one with Him who possesses the keys. That means we have working in our lives Christ’s power. But it goes deeper than this because we need to know WHAT keys are available to us through Christ.
WHAT – (slide 3)
JESUS GIVES US POWER OVER THE ENEMY

Matthew 16:19 
 And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you lock on earth will be locked in heaven, and whatever you open on earth will be opened in heaven." 

Luke 10:19 
And I have given you authority over all the power of the enemy, and you can walk among snakes and scorpions and crush them. Nothing will injure you. (NLT)
We as believers now posses those same keys IN HIM. As we have studied already in Romans that if we are believers in Him, we have been identified with Him in His death, burial, resurrection and ascension. Here Jesus says He will give us the keys to the Kingdom and then we will be able to lock things or open things; that's power! We can lock the power of Satan, and open the power of love and healing!

We, as the children of God, have power over the devourer! But with that power come responsibilities. We must discern how to handle this power that Jesus gives to us with faith, love and wisdom. 
WHEN – (slide 4)
NOW, TODAY!

Mark 13:34 
The coming of the Son of Man can be compared with that of a man who left home to go on a trip. He gave each of his employees instructions about the work they were to do, and he told the gatekeeper to watch for his return.
When Jesus left here, He gave His authority to us, those that belong to Him, to take care of His business; the business of the kingdom. He left it up to us to unlock the blessings of heaven and lock down the enemy. In legal terms it’s called; power of attorney. Jesus has empowered us to carry out His purposes and plan for mankind; preaching the gospel, ministering to the needy and taking care of widows and orphans and many, many other things.
HOW – (slide 5)
THROUGH THE POWER OF HOLY SPIRIT

John 20:22 & 23 
Then he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone's sins, they are forgiven. If you refuse to forgive them, they are unforgiven.”
If we are true believers in Christ we have been given the authority and power of the Kingdom keys through the Holy Spirit. We are kings and priests of God and we should in faith and through the power and discernment of the Holy Spirit begin to exercise our rights under the constitution of God. Begin today, to ask God to help you to learn how to discern when to forgive and when to heal, when to loose and when bind. Know as believers, covered by the shed blood of Jesus Christ that we are seated in Heavenly places IN CHRIST and that we just need to ask the Father for whatever Christ through the Holy Spirit places upon our heart to do. If your heart is right with Him then whatever you ask for will be within His will. What I am talking about here is not a “name it and claim it” message. It is a message of exercising your right through Christ’s completed work on the cross and in HIS power to minister to OTHERS and to move into the calling that God has placed on all who believe and trust in His saving grace. 
 
CONCLUSION – (slide 6)
Purpose: To Glorify God

Revelation 1:6
All praise to him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by shedding his blood for us. 6He has made us his Kings and his Priests who serve before God his Father. Give to him everlasting glory! He rules forever and ever! Amen!

Our adversary is defeated by the power of Christ’s sacrifice. You should not in any way be intimidated by anything he throws at you. He wants to stop your ministry. He wants to keep you from completing those things that God has predestined for you to complete because he knows that when you do them, it’s brings glory to God. You all have been given a job to do in the Kingdom and you were given the necessary gifts to help you do the particular job. But these gifts and this job came with all the keys of the Kingdom and know this; the true purpose of every man and woman on Earth is to give glory to God. Give Him the glory that He deserves by acting in the power that He gives to you. James said “faith without works is dead”. He didn’t mean good deeds (dead works), he meant what God has called you to do IN CHRIST, go and do. 
